BACK    TO     NATURE

as the moon, nor are the black places where the seven
devils dwell so dark as is the night. Therefore I com-
mand that you pull down the golden image of Bel
which I caused to be made, and that you destroy the
silver shrines of the four thousand gods, and fill up the
dark holes where the seven devils have dwelt. And I
command that rny people shall cease to bring offer-
ings to the altars of the gods or to present gifts to the
priests, astrologers and soothsayers. But all the people
alike shall fall in worship before the sun and the
moon and the stars of night, and shall kiss the surface
of the earth upon which we live and which feeds us
from one flying moment to another as the generations
of mankind pass away and are no more seen."

Then the Chaldaean priests and the astrologers and

the monthly prognosticators and the soothsayers and

all the attendants at the four thousand temples bowed

themselves to the ground and cried with one voice :

" O King, live for ever.   It shall be done even as thou

hast commanded."   And they went away to the base

of the temple of Bel on the other side of the river*

There they took counsel together with great tumult,

rending their robes and crying one  to  another :

K Who is this that would destroy the golden image that

is the marvel of all the nations of the world from the

Nile to the Persian Gulf?   Who is this outcast that

would stir the wrath of all the gods of heaven and

earth against us, and let the seven devils loose upon

our wives and children?   Who is this savage that

would deprive us holy men of the offerings that rich

and poor suppliants bring us of their own free will for

the protection of our prayers and our services to the

gods ? ^ Doubtless he has imbibed the heresy of the

barbarian Persians who dwell beyond the mountains

where he had his cave.   For they have no gods like
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